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can believe most of this. Chase has a good deal of intellect,
knows the path where duty points, and in his calmer mo-
ments, resolves to pursue it. But, with a mind of consider-
able resources, he has great weaknesses in craving aspira-
tion which constantly impair his strength. He has inord-
inate ambition, intense selfishness for official distinction
and power to do for the country, and considerable vanity.
These traits impair his moral courage; they make him a
sycophant with the truly great, and sometimes arrogant
towards the humble. The society of the former he courts,
for he has mental culture and appreciation, but his political
surroundings are the mean, the abject, the adulators and
cormorants who pander to his weaknesses. That he is ir-
resolute and wavering, his instinctive sagacity prompting
him rightly, but his selfish and vain ambition turning him
to error, is unquestionably true. I have little doubt, how-
ever, that he will, eventually, when satisfied that his own
personal aspirations are not to be gratified, support the re-
election of the President. Am not certain it is not already
so arranged.

August 26, Friday. Am harassed by the pressure on the
enlistment question. A desire to enter the Navy to avoid
the draft is extensive, and the local authorities encourage
it, so that our recruiting rendezvous are, for the time being,
overrun. The Governors and others are applying for more
rendezvous in order to facilitate this operation. The draft
for five hundred thousand men is wholly an army conscrip-
tion. Incidentally it aids the Navy, and to that extent
lessens the number of the army. I have been willing to avail
ourselves of the opportunity for naval recruiting, but the
local authorities are for going beyond this and making our
enlistments a primary object of the draft. Because I cannot
consent to this perversion I am subjected to much captious
criticism, even by those who should know better.

Neither Stanton, Blair, nor Bates were to-day at the
Cabinet-meeting. Judge Johnson of Ohio informs me that